Secretaries Report for the LOC AGM on 14th April 2011

Much has been going on in North Yorkshire over the last 12 months.

The main event affecting all of us is the introduction by the PCT of the new direct referral cataract scheme which from January replaced the different schemes that had been operating across the county.  It covers all patients registered with a GP in the North Yorkshire and York PCT area.  In addition to the patient meeting visual criteria, there is also a lifestyle questionnaire and scoring system and if the patient scores high enough we can then refer them directly to the choice office and claim a fee of £12.00 for our additional time.  If not – or if there is other pathology – we refer as normal via the GP.  As with any new scheme there have been some initial concerns and teething problems.  The scheme is due a review at the end of March and we hope to report more at the AGM.

The PCT are also reviewing the ophthalmology pathways generally and have introduced a referral refinement scheme countywide to enable GP’s to refer to accredited optometrists outside of GOS for various conditions as an alternative to referring into secondary care (this has absorbed the York based EBOR scheme).  Accredited optometrists will be paid £42.00 for an initial assessment and report and £25.00 for a follow up appointment, if it is necessary.  Patients are now able to self refer into the scheme when initially they could not.  There are 3 training courses taking place which have been funded by the LOC – 2 for ‘returnees’ and one for new accreditations.
Details of both these schemes and the relevant documents are on the LOC website www.northyorkshireloc.co.uk
Last year the LOC ran another successful Continuing Education and Training course at the National Railway Museum in October which attracted 6 CET points.  Once again the course was well received and achieved above average feedback (even if the room was a bit too cold!)  There are two courses planned for 2011 – a contact lenses and therapeutics course on 29th March and a general course in October.  Again, details on the website.  These courses are free to any practitioner on the NY&Y PCT lists, subsidised by the LOC.  All credit goes to David Dowley and Andy Smith for organising these.
The Peer Review Group meetings continue every 3-4 months, alternating between York and Harrogate.  From my feedback, all the attendees find the meetings very useful and they’re not at all intimidating – it’s surprising how much we can learn from each other.  Each meeting attracts 2 CET points and not forgetting that the GOC has recently announced that peer review will feature in revalidation.  If anyone would like to join the peer review group then please let me know... and yes, you guessed it, details on the website!
There have been a couple of approaches from local MP’s over the last year interested in visiting optometric practices in their constituencies.  This is in part due to lobbying by LOCSU – the LOC Support Unit – to which the LOC contributes www.loc-net.org.uk. If any practices would be willing to host their local MP then please contact LOCSU for more information.
I would finally like to request that any practitioners who would like to be kept up to speed with events in North Yorkshire let me know your email address and I can forward information as we receive it.  This has been particularly the case this year with the new LES and cataract schemes.
