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North Yorkshire and York






	David.Geddes@nyypct.nhs.uk 

31 December 2010
	Sovereign House
Kettlestring Lane

Clifton Moor

York

YO30 4GQ

	To: North Yorkshire Optometrists

	Tel:  01904 694700
Fax:  01904 694704
Website: www.northyorkshireandyork.nhs.uk



Dear Colleague
New Care Pathway for referral of patients with Cataract to Secondary Care

I am writing to inform you of the new Care Pathway for patients requiring referral into secondary care for cataract surgery. This follows the development by the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Health Authority of a cataract referral threshold which is being implemented across the region. The threshold has had input from Optometrists, GPs and Ophthalmologists.
From Monday 17 January 2011 referral to secondary care of all patients with simple cataract (i.e. prime (sole) pathology), should be sent via the PCT’s Choice Office. I enclose copies of the Direct Cataract Referral form that should be used, which outlines the threshold for referral into Secondary Care. Locally, the threshold and pathway have been agreed by the Local Optometry Committee, with input from Ophthalmology Consultants in secondary care.
The Choice Office will make sure that the threshold for referral has been met before passing on the referral to Secondary Care within 24 hours. Referral via the Choice Office will ensure that, in line with the choice agenda, a choice of secondary provider will be offered to the patient. It will also enable the capture of referral data, which will be used to audit the effectiveness of the new threshold. In developing the referral process, British Medical Association guidelines on referral management (2007) have been adhered to. 

For patients with complex cataract, i.e. where there are significant co-morbidities: Where the referral threshold is met, referral should be made by the Optometrist directly to secondary care via Choose and Book, or via the patient’s GP. Where the referral threshold is not met, the patient should be referred to the GP with a recommendation to refer to secondary care.
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The revised cataract threshold and pathway is described in the PCT’s ‘Clinical Pathways and Referral Guide’, where Direct Cataract Referral forms can also be downloaded:
http://www.nyypct.nhs.uk/AdviceInformation/ReferralToolkit/ReferralGuide/ophthalmology.htm#CATARACT
I hope you find this information helpful, however if you require any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely
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Dr David Geddes

Medical Director and Director of Primary Care
cc (by e-mail):
Katie Malyn, Ophthalmic Advisor, NHSNYY

Daryl Taylor, LOC Chair 

PbC Clinical Leads/Chairs

Acute Trust Ophthalmology Consultants

Primary Care Contract/Commissioning Managers, NHSNYY

Senior Contract Managers, NHSNYY

CMB representatives, Acute Trusts
Dr John Crompton, LMC Chair (for information)
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