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Dear Dr Geddes,

I am writing on behalf of the Local Optical Committee with regard to the Direct Cataract Referral Scheme and your letter to North Yorkshire Optometrists that accompanied the contract and associated documents.

Initially I would like to state that the LOC were NOT consulted in all elements of the discussions as your letter implied.  In particular, the agreement of the £12.00 fee - which we believe to be inadequate.  Also, the contract and referral form were not brought to the LOC for our input before being circulated to North Yorkshire Optometrists.

I would also like to point out that optometrists are not able to refer a patient via Choose and Book as you suggested but in fact have to refer via the patients GP.

There are a number of points in the contract and on the referral form which need to be clarified and changed in order to make this scheme acceptable to optometrists in North Yorkshire.

Section 2
Failure to achieve a 90% conversion rate may lead to... removal of individual optometrists from the scheme.

If individual optometrists are making too many inappropriate referrals then surely re-education is more appropriate and constructive than removal.

Section 3.1iii)
...including counselling on the risks and benefits of surgery...


This is the responsibility of the consultant in secondary care, not the optometrist.

Section 3.2
This is not a referral refinement scheme.

Section 3.2 2
Counselling should not be required to be carried out by the optometrist, as previously stated. We would suggest this statement is replaced with... Following discussion, patients confirm that they wish to be considered for surgery.
Section 3.4
...where the patient is listed for surgery...


Payment of the £12.00 fee is for the additional work the optometrists have carried out in filling in the form and SHOULD NOT be dependant on whether or not the patient is ultimately listed for surgery.  Both references implying that should be removed and it made clear that payment will be made by the PCT where the referral is accepted by the choice office.
The referral form seems contradictory as ‘prime’ and ‘sole’ pathology are two different things.  As most cataract patients are elderly, there is a strong chance that they will have other ocular co-morbidities.  We assume therefore that optometrists are only to use this method of referral if the cataract is the ‘prime’ pathology requiring referral.  This needs clarification.  Additionally the referral form does not have a space to put the name of the referring optometrist nor a box for any additional relevant information.
It is not made clear in any of the documentation that the lifestyle questionnaire only needs to be completed if the patient does not meet the VA requirements.

I look forward to your earliest response,

Yours faithfully,

Kim Read BSc(Hons).

Cc: North Yorkshire Optometrists

Kate Malyn Optometric Adviser NY&YPCT
Dr John Crompton LMC chair

Lisa Barker Pathway Implementation manager NY&YPCT
